
 

 

Exhibition Details – Team Muddle and Go Nowhere 

 

 

Thank you for your interest in inviting us to exhibit at your show. We’ve put together some 

notes to assist you in accommodating us - and quite possibly deciding if we’re right for your 

show! 

We do not charge any sort of appearance fee, just the normal travel and accommodation 

costs. We will promote your exhibition on our website free of charge and will link back to 

your website as appropriate.  

The layouts: 

We have 2 x 10’ x 5’ layouts available to exhibit, but for logistical reasons, we normally only 

show 1 at any 1 time. If you would like us to bring both layouts, this may incur additional 

travel and accommodation costs for the extra team members.  

Forever Autumn: 

Our heat layout depicting a small branch line terminus on Mars! Designed as a shunting 

layout, with a couple of private sidings, a small 009 section, station, warehouse and of 

course the space port, with rocket on a launch pad, a crashed ship and a shuttle craft that 

takes off from the back of the layout.  

 



 

Visually very appealing and with a short operating sequence of around 6-8 minutes.  Smoke 

effects accompany the rocket rolling out of the shed, with animated shed doors, the 

listening dish rotating and tilting and bubbling tanks of chemicals. 

Stock consists of 3 locos, 2 passenger coaches and a variety goods stock, some of it loaded 

with rocket parts. There’s also a short narrow gauge train that consists of 3 tipplers and a 

goods van. This is normally hauled by either a diesel or steam tram. 

The layout is normally operated from the left hand end as viewed from the front, but can be 

operated from the front for smaller displays and presentations.  

We normally run the sequence every 15 minutes, with stock left in position in-between and 

some of the animations and the narrow gauge loop left running.  We would usually take a 

short lunch break but will always have at least 1 person on hand to chat to visitors.  

 

Shaken Not Stirred 

Our semi-final layout is set on the Nene Valley line and depicts some of the James Bond 

movie scenes that were filmed there. It consists of 2 running circuits and a number of 

sidings. A representation of Wansford Station and loco shed is included, along with a small 

river and roadway. 

Animations include a runaway bus, a train colliding with a tank, a car crashing into some 

coaches and then leaping off the track and a James Bond figure who jumps onto a moving 

train and then off into a swimming pool. 

 

Much more of a traditional layout, the look is similar to that of a well developed home 

model railway. Trains can be left circulating on the 2 tracks while the special 

effects are reset.  



 

Stock consists of 2 trains – The Circus train from Octopussy and armoured train from Golden 

Eye, static coaching stock, motorised Faller bus, motorised car and static locos for the loco 

shed. 

The layout is normally operated from the rear or left hand side when viewing the layout 

from the front, but we can operate from any side if that makes things easier in terms of 

space. 

The operating sequence is around 6-8 minutes and between times we will leave the trains 

circulating. We normally operate the sequence at 15 minute intervals – usually with a short 

lunch break. This gives plenty of time to chat to visitors. 

Space Requirements: 

Both layouts are 10’ x 5’ and require 4’ to the rear and around 4’ on the left (operating) side 

and 2-3’ on the right hand side to give room for the effects operator. 

The layouts will attract attention, particularly from younger visitors. We normally exhibit 

them at a height of about 820mm, but can increase this to 1100mm if required. 

 

Viewing and Barriers: 

Viewing should be from the front on for Forever Autumn, but can be extended around the 

sides a little for Shaken Not Stirred to increase viewing room. 

Barriers should be provided wherever possible as the layout is not protected in any way. 

 

Lighting: 

As built, the layouts do not have any lighting. Provided there is adequate ambient light 

within the venue, we should not require anything extra. Please advise if more lighting is 

likely to be required and we will bring some flood lights. These are LED powered and require 

very little power. 

Power: 

We require 4 x 13A sockets for our layout, located directly below the baseboards. We will 

supply a 3M, 4 way power strip if just 1 socket is provided. All our electrical equipment has 

PAT certification and is inspected before each use. If lighting is used, an additional pair of 

sockets will be required. Total load will not exceed 500W, even if lighting is used.  

 

Transport and Setup: 

The layouts require a 3.5T van or car and box trailer to transport. We will quote for this on 

application but will always try to minimise hire costs. You are welcome to hire a van on our 

behalf if this reduces your costs. It will need to be either delivered to Grantham, Lincs, or 

available for collection within a 10 mile radius.  

Fuel will be charged per mile, including travel to and from accommodation over 

the period. 



 

The layout is transported on a trolley, 5’6” x 3’7”. Level or ramped access is required – 

unless labour is available to help carry the layout in. The trolley will fit through a standard 

double or extended door, but not a single door. The heights of some parts of the layout 

preclude tipping it too far, but we can normally get through most doors suitable for a 

wheelchair. 

Setup takes about an hour. A level floor must be provided. If this is not possible, we must be 

informed in advance, so that we can bring some different legs with screw jacks built in. 

These increase the layout height to 1150mm as a minimum and can cope with about 60mm 

difference in height over the length or width of the layout.  

We expect all parking costs to be covered by the organisers unless previously discussed and 

agreed.  

 

 

Accommodation (Only required for shows more than about 1 hr’s travel from our homes): 

We will normally require 2-3 single en-suite rooms at a Premier Inn or similar standard hotel 

or B&B. We’re sorry, but we don’t share rooms or lodge in people’s houses. On occasions, 

we may wish to bring our families along to the show, as many of our partners and children 

enjoy them as much as we do! We will let you know in advance if we would like to do this 

and will pay any additional accommodation costs for our families ourselves. 

We are easy to please in terms of food. There’s a possibility of a vegetarian with a lactose 

intolerance as one of the team, but again, we will let you know well in advance if this is the 

case.  

Insurance and Security 

The venue should be adequately secured and the layout fully insured against theft or 

damage. We will remove stock overnight and store it under the layout, but do not normally 

remove it from the venue. 

Marquees pose particular risks in terms of weather damage and security. Please advise us if 

you intend for us to exhibit in a temporary structure. 

We may decline to exhibit if we consider the venue to be unsuitable and likely to lead to 

damage to the layout or the operating team. 

 

Contact: 

Matt Jarvis 

matt@mattjarvisassociates.co.uk 
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